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What is Fellesforbundet? (The Norwegian United Federation of Trade Unions)
Fellesforbundet is the largest union for the private industries in Norway. Fellesforbundet has about 140 000 members all over the country and covers more than 150 different trades and professions in its collective agreements. The object of Fellesforbundet is to organize employees and protect and improve their wage and working conditions. Fellesforbundet is a member of the Norwegian Confederation of Trade Unions (LO). Fellesforbundet is the leading employee organisation in Norway in numerous areas such as the building industry, the engineering industry, the shipbuilding industry, the wood processing industry etc.

Fellesforbundet has a comprehensive organisation. At the individual workplace, for example a workshop or building contractor, the members of Fellesforbundet will form a workplace branch and will elect one or more shop stewards. Within a local environment, for example a municipality, the local section or local union will be the organizational link for the workplace branches in Fellesforbundet. Fellesforbundet's head office is in Oslo and the union has 18 regional offices all over the country.

As a member of Fellesforbundet you will have this entire well organized federation at your disposal should a situation arise where such action is required!


Who are the members of Fellesforbundet?
Employees working in one of the industries covered by Fellesforbundet have the right to be organised in Fellesforbundet. It is the workers in these industries who are organised in Fellesforbundet. Supervisors and office staff in these industries are organised in other unions.


What does it cost to be a member of Fellesforbundet?
Membership in Fellesforbundet costs 1.5% of your gross wage including holiday pay. In addition, local sections/unions may charge a separate administration fee. Your subscription is either deducted from your wages or paid monthly by giro. This is a fair system in which subscription to the union varies according to how much you earn. If you are unemployed for a period, the subscription is reduced to a fixed minimum which is NOK 125 per month with effect from 1 January 2006.
Part of the union dues are tax deductible, provided you are taxable in Norway.

Contributions to Fellesforbundet are divided between the central federation and the local sections/unions. Contributions pay for the insurance schemes that form part of membership in Fellesforbundet, they pay for maintaining a powerful negotiating organisation both centrally and locally and for providing members with a service they require both centrally and on the part of the local organisation.


Why you should be a member of Fellesforbundet?
As a member of Fellesforbundet you are assured of assistance of a powerful and comprehensive organisation in cases that concern your work situation. This is perhaps the most important advantage of being a member, should the day come when you really need such help.

• Fellesforbundet can assist you in cases regarding non-payment of wages, failure to pay for overtime, working hours and non-payment of holiday pay.

• Fellesforbundet can assist you in connection with possible unlawful termination of employment.

• Fellesforbundet can also be of assistance should you be so unfortunate as to suffer an occupational injury in this country. If several employees at your workplace, normally more that half, should join Fellesforbundet, Fellesforbundet will demand that the relevant collective agreement be made applicable if your branch is in favour of this. In such a case this would provide you with additional rights in relation to wage and working conditions, co-determination etc.

• Fellesforbundet is a driving force in relation to the authorities in Norway on the question of ensuring proper wage and working conditions for foreign employees in this country in order to prevent social dumping. The federation has published brochures dealing with wages and working conditions in Norway, in several languages. You will find a link to these procures on this page. 


How to be a member of Fellesforbundet?
It is easy to join Fellesforbundet. Complete the application form on this page. Should you require further information on membership or any other information, please contact Fellesforbundet at our central office or one of our 17 regional offices.

Read about wages and working conditions in Norway
Read about the general application of wage agreements in the Oslofjord area and in Hordaland
